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RITE OF ADMISSION TO CANDIDACY 

Atthe annual diocesan Altar Server Picnic on Aug. 16, diocesan seminarians, Jude Nnadibuagha, left, and John K. 
Ojuok, publicly declared their intentions to pursue Holy Orders and became officially accepted by Bishop Terry R. 
LaValley as candidates for ordination in the Rite of Admission to Candidacy for Holy Orders. 

ATTHE ALTAR 
SERVER PICNIC 

Altar server Cassandra Neddo of 
Lowville traded her usual role to 
serve as a lector for the annual 
diocesan altar server picnic, held 
Aug.16 at St.Mary's Cathedral.The 
event included a tour of the cathe­
dral, Mass celebrated by Bishop 
Terry R. LaValley, lunch and a tour of 
bishop's residence. 
FULL STORY, PAGE 8 

Pope: 'Spiritual tourism' destroys the church 
VATICAN CITY (eNS) - Christians 

who focus more on being 
superficially close to the 
church rather than care for 
their fellow brothers and 
sisters are like tourists 
who wander around aim­
lessly, Pope Francis said. 

People "who are always 
passing by but never enter 
the church" in a fully com­
munal way of sharing and 
caring engage in a sort of 
"spiritual tourism that 
makes them believe they 
are Christians but instead 
are only tourists of cata­
combs," the pope said Aug. 
21 during his weekly gen-

eral audience. 
"A life based only on 

profiting and taking advan­
tage of situations to the 
detriment of others in­
evitably causes inner 
death," he said. "And how 
many people say they are 
close to the church, friends 
of priests and bishops yet 
only seek their own inter­
ests. These are the 
hypocrisies that destroy 
the church." 

During the audience, 
C1elia Manfellotti, a 10-
year-old girl from Naples 
diagnosed with autism, 
walked up the steps to 

where the pope was sitting. 
The pope told his secu­

rity detail to "let her be. 
God speaks" through chil­
dren, prompting the crowd 
to erupt in applause. Pope 
Francis reflected on the 
young girl who is "a victim 
of an illness and doesn't 
know what she is doing." 

"I ask one thing, but 
everyone should respond 
in their heart: 'Did I pray 
for her; looking at her, did 
I pray so that the Lord 
would heal her, would pro­
tect her? Did I pray for her 
parents and for family?' 
When we see any person 

suffering, we must always 
pray. This situation helps 
us to ask this question: 
'Did I pray for this person 
that I have seen, (this per­
son) that is suffering?'" he 
asked. 

In his catechesis, the 
pope continued his series 
of talks on the Acts of the 
Apostles, reflecting on the 
sharing of goods among 
the first Christian commu­
nities. 

While sharing in prayer 
and the Eucharist united 
believers "in one heart and 
one soul ," the pope said 
that the sharing of goods 

helped the early Christians 
to care for one another and 
"kept away the scourge oj 
poverty." 

"In this way, 'koinonia,' or 
communion, becomes the 
new way of relating be· 
tween the disciples of the 
Lord. The bond with Christ 
establishes a bond be· 
tween brothers and sisters 
that also converges and is 
expressed in the commun· 
ion of material goods, 
Being members of the 
Body of Christ makes be· 
Iievers responsible for one 
another," the pope ex· 
plained. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

'Father Ray's altar server army' 
I refer to it as "Father Ray's families who encourage their 

altar server army," children to see the impor-
It's not uncommon for our tance of the Mass and service 

pastor, Father Raymond]. to the community and the 
Moreau, to need to Lord. 
haul out extra chairs Beyond that, I think 
to accommodate all the major factor is Fa-
the young parish- ther Ray. 
ioners who show up Father Ray wel-
to serve on the altar comes everyone. He 
at my family's parish, chats with adults and 
St. Mary's in Brushton. children alike before 

There's no set and after Mass with 
schedule for servers. enthusiasm and 
Father Ray is willing ~~~ humor. Lots of kids 
to give whoever Darcy L. get high fives, and he 
shows up a job to do. Fargo excitedly listens to 

What's fueling this their tales of family, 
desire to serve in the sports and school. 
young people in our parish? Father Ray has no problem 
While I can't say for sure, I with crying babies, active 
have a theory: toddlers or teenagers who 

First, our parish is blessed may occasionally fool 
to have a number of young around with their siblings 

during Mass. In fact, he 
thanks the families for being 
there. 

And when a young boy or 
girl asks to join the ranks of 
the altar server army, he wel­
comes and encourages him 
or her. Instead of a formal 
training program, he pairs 
the newer servers with the 
more experienced servers for 
on-the-job training. There's 
no expectation of perfection. 
Father Ray accepts any mis­
takes or missed cues with 
joy and humor. And every 
new server gets an enthusi­
astic round of applause after 
their first Mass as a server. 

I was blessed to attend the 
diocesan Altar Server Picnic 
this year both as a parent 
and as a reporter. I talked to 
servers from around the dio-

cese. 
These are young people 

who say they feel more en­
gaged at Mass while serving. 
They say they enjoy working 
for their priests, parishes 
and God. They enjoy having 
the best seat in the Lord's 
house. 

I would love to see every 
parish have an altar server 
army, but since not every 
parish can have Father Ray, 
it's important that we - all of 
us - try to exhibit those same 
tendencies with our young 
people that encourage their 
service. 

I pray we can all work to 
engage our youth, welcome 
them and love them, and, in 
turn, help them love the Lord 
and service to Him and His 
Church. 

'A vocation demands hard work' 
Last weekend, I went on a 

road trip. My nephew, Paul, 
and his wife, Susan, invited 
me to join them on a trip to 
New Hampshire to visit their 
daughter, my great niece, 
Anna. She is a musician and 
was performing as part of a 
summer theater. We attended 
two shows while there. I must 
add that Anna was great. 

The trip was a lot of driving 
up and back. When not driv­
ing, I read. At present, I have 
been reading a recent book 
written by David Brooks, a 
columnist for the New York 
Times. This book is a series 
of essays on what he sees as 
the challenges and commit­
ments that a person must 
face as they strive to make 
their lives something that re­
ally matters. 

I found it interesting that 
among his commitments, he 
writes about vocation. He 
states that everyone should 
recognize that they are called 
- they have a vocation -
called by who they are and 
how their life is being influ-

'Father Bill~y~ 
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enced by their abilities and 
gifts. In developing this sec­
tion about vocation, he 
thinks there is an inner voice 
that leads and guides each of 
us to discover this call to a 
way of life. Everyone has a 
vocation. 

As a person of faith, as a 
Catholic priest, when I speak 
of vocation I think of God. I 
believe that God reaches out 
in love, leading and guiding 
us, so we find our cali, our 
vocation. This is not about a 
career. This is about a way of 
life - meeting the challenge 
to make this world a better 
place by the way we choose 
to live, possibly as a priest, as 
a religious sister, as a married 
person, as a single person. 
This is our vocation. 

I liked many of Brooks' 

ideas about vocation. While 
not specifically religiOUS, 
they fit into my ideal of a vo­
cation. Here is his definition: 
Vocation is about some activ­
ity or some injustice that 
calls a person to the deepest 
level of attraction, demand­
ing an active response. For 
me, God is an important ele­
ment in vocation, in all peo­
ple's vocations. It may be 
young people considering a 
life decision, it may be any­
one of us considering the 
challenge of one day's de­
mands or commitment. This 
is a true vocation of every 
day of our lives. 

Brooks speaks about the 
demand of a vocation to have 
a testing period. This is a 
time to determine if the costs 
and the sacrifices of a voca­
tion outweighs the benefits, 
realizing that helping others, 
it would be unthinkable to 
turn away. I am borrowing 
from Brooks. A vocation de­
mands hard work and sacri­
fice. To meet the 
commitment of a dedicated 

life means being ready and 
willing to do the hard work. 

David Brooks speaks of dis­
covering a vocation is an "An­
nunciation Moment." Isn't 
that a great expression? Life 
is filled with many things 
that arouse our interest and 
challenge our spirits. What 
have you truly loved this far? 
What are you passionate 
about? What are you ready to 
give of yourself unselfishly to 
accomplish something im­
portant? Are you ready to 
make this a better world? 

Our world is filled with 
beautiful things - moments 
to wonder. Sadly, sometimes 
we allow them to pass by 
without realizing their im­
portance. We must be aware 
and have the courage to work 
hard. I believe that God con­
stantly leads us, calls us, en­
courages us, shows us the 
way, but each of us must 
meet the challenge and do 
the work. If we are truly to 
find our vocation, our oppor­
tunity to be fully alive, we 
must dig the ditch. 
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FOLLOW ME 

Legislation gives abuse victims new option 
Dear Sisters and Brothers 
in Christ 

As you know, last year 
the Diocese of Ogdens­
burg conducted an Inde­
pendent Reconciliation 
and Compensation Pro­
gram (IRCP) that offered 
victims of child 
sex abuse, perpe­
trated by some 
clergy of our Dio­
cese, pastoral as­
sistance including 
counseling and fi­
nancial compensa­
tion. Under this 
program, the 
claims made by 
thirty-eight indi­
viduals were set­
tled ($5.5 million) 

Bishop 
Terry R. 
LaValley 

and our diocesan 
attorney settled fourteen 
additional claims ($1.1 
million). 

Earlier this year, Gover­
nor Cuomo signed the 
Child Victims Act (CVA). 
New York State has given 
individuals a new option 
under the CVA: the right to 
sue for compensation. 
This legislation extended 
the statute of limitations 
on criminal cases involv­
ing certain sex offences 
against children under the 
age of eighteen; extended 
the time within which civil 
actions based on such 
criminal conduct may be 
brought until the child is 
fifty years old; and 
opened a one-year win­
dow reviving civil actions 
for which the statute of 
limitations has already 
run. This "Window" of 
legal opportunity began 
on August 14th and runs 
through August 13, 2020. 

Since August 14, sixteen 
individuals have exercised 
this option and filed law­
suits against the Church 
here in the North Country. 
These lawsuits are claims 
of sexual abuse that oc­
curred between 1959 and 

1999. We were aware of 
seven of these claims 
inasmuch as we ad­
dressed them as part of 
the IRCP program. In one 
case, on August 15 the 
name of one of our priests 
was made public whose 
allegation was rigorously 

investigated by 
the Diocesan Lay 
Review Board at 
the time the alle­
gation was re­
ceived. The Board 
advised me that 
this was not a 
credible allegation. 
The retired priest 
remains in good 
standing in the 

Church. The law­
suit, based on that 
same claim, there-

fore, does not change his 
status. 

The Diocese of Ogdens­
burg is not aware of any 
cleric in ministry in our 
diocese, active or retired, 
who has had credible alle­
gations of abuse lodged 
against him. We have had 
Safe Environment Policies 
and a reporting structure 
in place for years and will 
continue to accept any re­
ports of abuse through 
our Victims Assistant Co­
ordinator or Vicar for 
Clergy. We remain ex­
tremely vigilant in provid­
ing safe environments for 
all who come to us. The 
protection of our children 
is of paramount impor­
tance. I invite you to re­
view our Safe 

For a New or Used Car 

Mort 
Backus & 

Sons 
On Canton-Ogdensburg Rd. 

315-393-5899 

CHEVROLET 

Environment Program and 
reporting procedures at: 
www.rcdony.org/ safeenv. 
html. 

Since cases are now in 
the process of litigation, 
no comments can be of­
fered about them. We 

continue to pray for the 
healing of all victims of 
abuse wherever and 
whenever it occurred. 

Faithfully 
Christ, 

yours 

4f}Yunall/'rla1 
}919.2019 

_L ..... ·_ .... --.a...o ...... _ 

in 

..... ---=_ .. __ ..... _ ... -----_ ..... _--. ----_ .. _.-
----=--.... _ .. __ .. -
----_ .. __ ._"---_._ .. _._._.-........ 

1 ~ t.~ 
Most Reverend 

Terry R. laValley 
Bishop of Ogdensburg 
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Beginning a new school year 
Sister Ellen Rose Coughlin, SSJ 
Superintendent of Schools 

Recently I attended the 
altar server gathering at 
our Cathedral. A number 
of times during the gath­
ering the altar servers 
were reminded they are 
called to holiness and God 
has a plan for each of 
them. This led me to think 
about our diocesan prior­
ity to create a culture of 
vocations. The foundation 
for creating a culture of 
vocations is of course our 
baptism and the universal 
call to holiness that flows 
from it. Yes, all of us are 
called to holiness, to fol­
low jesus as faithful disci­
ples who practice the 
great commandment of 
loving God and others. 

What does holiness and 
living as faithful disciples 
of jesus have to do with 
the beginning of the 
school year? The short an­
swer is "everything." They 
have a whole lot to do 
with the purpose of 
Catholic schools. 

Catholic schools offer 
quality academic pro­
grams, but quality aca­
demic programs are 
available in public schools 
as well. Catholic school 
programs address the 
whole person, but it is not 
unusual for public schools 
to address the compo­
nents of the whole person, 
the most notable addition 
being their acknowledged 
commitment to character 
education and ethical be­
havior. Catholic schools 
are often close-knit "com­
munities" where a safe, se­
cure and orderly 
environment support stu­
dent learning. Many of the 
public school districts in 
our area are relatively 
small and offer the same 
benefits. All of this 
prompts the question, 
what is the difference ... 
the something more that 
students receive in a 

Catholic school? 
The something more is 

not a strong academic 
program, extracurricular 
opportunities, small 
classes, high test scores 
and graduation rates - as 
good as all these are - but 
a person. Catholic schools 
offer something unique to 
the education process be­
cause they are rooted in 
someone. In the words of 
Benedict XVI, a Catholic 
school "is a place to en­
counter the living God 
who in jesus Christ re­
veals his transforming 
love and truth (Address 
Catholic Educators of the 
United States, 2008). Pope 
Francis recognizes 
Catholic schools as places 
"where young minds and 
hearts are shaped in the 
love for the Lord and his 
Church, in the good, the 
true and the beautiful, and 
where children learn to be 
good Christians and up­
right citizens (Address to 
Bishops of South Korea, 
August 14, 2014). 

Holiness, becoming a 
disciple, forming good 
habits or virtues modeled 
on Christ's life, living as 
good citizens of this 
world who are on the way 
to becoming citizens of 
heaven - all this may 
sound lofty and perhaps 
out of sync with society's 
expectations. Yet, the mis­
sion of a Catholic school, 
the purpose for which it 
exists is to form disciples 
- to teach students to 
know, love, and serve 
jesus in this life and one 
day in eternity. Disciples 
"go forth" and spread the 

Gospel, the joy of know­
ing and being known by 
jesus. 

A Catholic school cannot 
ignore its Catholic pur­
pose and become ob­
sessed with educational 
excellence. On the other 
hand, it cannot ignore the 
education aspect and 
focus only on the spiritual 
aspect. A Catholic school 
facilitates a powerful en­
counter with jesus Christ 
in order to help them "de­
velop and deepen their re­
lationship with God. It 
nurtures an academic cul­
ture of excellence with a 
primary concern for the 
pursuit of truth ... and it 
harnesses every situation 
as an opportunity to pro­
mote growth in virtue" 
(Teach, Lead, Serve: The 
Ministry of Teaching, 
Matthew Kelly). 

The history of Catholic 
education in our country 
is a story of generosity 
and sacrifice. This gen­
erosity and sacrifice con­
tinue in our diocese 
through devoted pastors 
and parishioners who 
support our schools, par­
ents who assume tuition 
costs as opposed to free 
education in public 
schools and our dedicated 
administrators and teach­
ers whose commitment is 
accompanied by a per­
sonal financial sacrifice. 

May we greet the new 
school year with enthusi­
asm and joy because 
Christ is in our midst. He 
is "the way, the truth and 
the life" Un 14:6) who ac­
companies us on our jour­
ney of life and faith. 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 
• Read local stories and commentaries 
• Search archived papers 
• View diocesan events and much more 

IJFind us on Facebook! 
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You Are Invited 

to celebrate 

Sister Sharon's 50th Jubilee! 

Saturday. September 7. 2019 

Spaghetti Dinner at St. Mary's School Gym 

immediately following the 4:30 P.M. Mass at St. Mary's Church in 

Ticonderoga 

This is a free event and families and children are all welcome! 

You can RSVP three different ways: 

1. Call the Rectory at 518-585-7144 

2. Email theRectory at stmarysti@bridgepoint1 .com 

3. Tear off the bottom of this ad and return it to the St. Mary's 

Rectory, or put it in the collection basket, or mail it to: 22 

Father Jogues, Ticonderoga, NY 12883 

We will be attending Sister Sharon 's Dinner on Sept. 7, 2019 . 

Name, __________ # attending ___ _ 
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..J1UEST FOR PRIESTS 
WOULD YOU PRAY FOR A PRIEST EACH DAY? a: 

a: 
~ 

~ a: 
~ 

~ 
~ 
Z 
o 
:I 
~ 

~ 

I 
- PRAYER SUGGESTJON-

Eternal Father, Mass 
we lift up to you these Rosary 
and all the priests of the world Fasting 
Sancti fy them Day Offering 
Heal and guide them. Eucharistic Adoration 
Mold them into the likeness and Offeri ng of Sufferings 
holiness of your Son, Jesus, Divine Mercy Chaplet 
the Eternal High Priest. Or whatever the Lord 
May their lives be pleasing to inspires you to offer Hi m s eytember 
you. In Jesus' name we pray. 

~ 
Amen 

(Withccclcsiasticalapproval) 

SEPTEMBER 
DIOCESE OF 2019 Our LadV 
OGDENSBURG, NY 01 Sorrow, 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY TH URSDAY FRI DAY SATURDAY 

II 21 J 41 51 61 7 BISH O P REV. MSGR. REV. REV REV REV 
TERRY R. W ILLIAM G . JO H N R. STEVEN M. MACIE} KEViN J. PATiucK J. 
LAVALLEY MUENCH MuP RHY MURRAY NAP1ERAlS Kl O 'BRIEN O 'REIllY 

81 9~ 1°1 I ~ 12r 1 3~ 14 REV. REV. REV. MSG R. HERMAN REV. 
RETIRED EROME RRENCE R EDUARDO LEEWARD 1- PONGANTUN SONY G 
PRI ESTS ~ASTORES PATIERSON PESIGAN III PO ISSANT SC PULlCKAl VF 

BENEDICT REV. REV. REV. REV. REV. 151 161 171 181 191 201 21 
POPE XVI PO PE PATRICK A W ILLIAM G. MARK R. DONAlDA STEPH EN 
FRANCIS EMERITUS RATIGAN REAMER REIllY ROBINSON ROCKER 

221 231 241REv 251 261 REv 27 IREv F 28 REV. REV. ].A.\US w. REV. . . . 
OUR M IKOlAJ L JOSEPH N. SEYMOUR SCOTT R. AlAN D. JAM.ES 
PASTOR SCIBIOR SESTITO V F SEYMOU R SHNOB SHURTlEFF 

2~ 1 301 I' w m~ WI"" ,om"" 
D ECEASED MSGR.. Diocese of Ogdensburg 

PRIESTS r~Y K 
PO Box 369 
Ogdensburg, NY 13669 

F r ill r inr mlali nvi i nlin al:wWW.1ll Iial o OC 0 0 stuso C prp.poso C 

A donalion 10 help support THE MONTHLl' PRAI'ER REOUEST FOR PRIESTS will be apprt'Cialcd 

l llcM1?nthly!lraycrRcqucst.for ~I> (I" 
Pricsts IS graciously undCrwnncn by: \Z? '~t';'oo~~,~.;"::1 www.m~tion.l)et 



AUG. 28 , 2019 
II NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC DIOCESAN LIFE 

Augustinian expands use of technology, STEM 
Augustinian Academy 

Over the last couple 
years, Augustinian Acad­
emy has had the good for­
tune to upgrade its 
technology to include 
over 100 laptops and 
chromebooks for use in 
the classrooms, as well as 
Smart Boards or Monitors 
in every classroom. A 3D 
printer and programma­
ble Sphero robots are now 
in use in Augustinian's 
computer classes, as well. 
The school has also been 
able to upgrade its inter­
net to support these de­
vices, with high-speed 
Wi-Fi now available 
throughout the school. 

This has all been accom­
plished through various 
sources including grants, 
Smart-Schools Bond 
monies, e-rate and a great 
working relationship with 
our local public school 
district. 

These devices are great, 
but how they are used is 
even more important. 
Computer teacher Katie 
Clarkson has been work­
ing with teachers to en­
able them to use the 
devices in highly interac­
tive ways that engage stu­
dents with activities that 
extend what they are 
teaching in the classroom. 

What does this look 
like? One might see eighth 
graders playing an excit­
ing trivia game with Ka­
hoot! as a lesson review, 
seventh graders photo ed­
iting themselves into his­
torical time period 
photos, sixth graders de­
Signing and producing 3D 
projects with the 3D 
printer that bring joy to 
someone's life, fifth 
graders creating stop-mo­
tion videos about para-
bles, fourth graders 
creating job wanted 
posters from the colonial 
times using Coogle Slides, 
second graders problem 

The fourth grade class at Augustinian Academy shows off their Halloween­
themed circuits made from batteries, LED lights, copper tape and paper. 

solving with coding, first 
graders using 3D art de­
sign to draw the planets 
or kindergarten students 
in the gym drawing 
shapes with Sphero Ro­
bots. 

Several classes had the 
opportunity to go on Live 
Virtual Safari's last year as 
they Skyped and asked 
live questions with Park 
Rangers in Kenya and 
South Africa through the 
Wild Earth Kids Program. 

Mrs. Clarkson's goal is to 
teach students NOT to 
just be passive con­
sumers of digital media, 
but to be active creators 
of digital content and to 
show students how the in­
ternet can broaden their 
world view and experi­
ences in a positive way. 
Embracing STEM Education 

STEM - SCience, Tech­
nology, Engineering and 
Math - education is a 
great way to get students 
excited about learning in 
these areas with lots of 
hands on activities. STEM 
Education has developed 
over the last few years at 
Augustinian Academy 
with the following: 

• The middle-school 
technology program led 
by Mrs. Kim Schexnayder 
and Ms. Shannon Margrey 
at Augustinian started 
several years ago with 
middle school students 

learning skills in design 
and building. Students 
have designed and built 
projects such as book­
ends, birdhouses, flower 
boxes (to include a large 
flower bed reconstruction 
near the Carthage Farm­
ers Market). This technol­
ogy program is being 
extended into the primary 
school as well. 

• Middle School Science 
Olympiad participation 
annually. The team has 
placed in the top three re­
gionally in the past three 
years. 

• School-wide Science 
Fair started in 2019. 

- Maker-space devel­
oped and to be imple­
mented in the 2019-20 
school year to provide a 
place for students to par­
ticipate in hands on de­
sign-thinking and project 
based learning activities 
that correlate with their 
classroom curriculum. 

• Mrs Clarkson and Ms. 
Margrey had the opportu­
nity to attend a four-day 
conference at the United 
States Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Maryland this 
summer. The Set-Sail 
STEM Educator program 
welcomed teachers from 
around the world who 
serve military children. 
The conference is taught 
by engineering professors 
at the Naval Academy. Ms. 

Margrey and Mrs. Clark­
son are looking forward to 
implementing all they 
learned in the classroom 
and in after-school pro­
grams as well. The follow­
ing excerpt from the Set 
Sail Program is a great de­
scription of what they 
participated in: 

''The teachers became 
students for the week and 
settled in to discover 
hands-on projects that 
they can replicate in their 
classrooms to demon­
strate science, engineer­
ing and math concepts 
connected to real world 
applications as well as 
supporting educational 
standards. 

They explored encryp­
tion and applications to 
cyber security. In the 
chemistry lab, they exper­
imented with pinhole 
photography and devel­
oping prints, as well as 
electrochemistry and ap­
plications to corrosion. 

Teachers tested applied 
math activities in topics 
including inverse prob­
lems, data science, se­
quences and series, conic 
sections, and more. They 
learned principles of flu­
ids and hands-on ways to 
demonstrate these princi­
ples to their students. 

While learning about 
electronics, teachers fur­
ther developed their own 
technical skills in solder­
ing. Many more topics 
were covered including 
materials engineering, 
bioterrorism, thermody­
namics, physics and 
space, sensors and cod­
ing, and hydraulics. 

Activities were designed 
to be readily incorporated 
into the classroom using 
low cost resources and in­
quiry-based learning. 

Two design competi­
tions were held each 
week, using the engineer­
ing design process to de­
velop solutions to a 

challenge with common 
everyday items as sup­
plies. Teachers worked in 
teams to tackle two envi-
ronmental challenges . 
"Operation Ocean 
Cleanup" involved design­
ing and constructing a de­
vice and process to 
remove microplastics 
from a model of the 
ocean. "Save our Shore­
line", a final challenge at 
the end of each week, 
tasked teachers with fab­
ricating a means of mini­
mizing erosion and 
flooding on a model of the 
Annapolis shoreline sub­
jected to simulated storm 
run-off and a storm surge. 
Teams also had to con­
sider the environmental 
impact and cost of their 
designs. 

SET Sail II participants 
were offered the opportu­
nity to also participate in 
a collaborative workshop 
with NOAA's Office of 
Ocean Exploration and Re­
search. 

Teachers learned how to 
use NOAA's activities and 
classroom resources to 
teach about ocean explo­
ration and how underwa­
ter remotely-operated 
vehicles (ROVs) are used 
for research. In this com­
bined workshop, teachers 
learned the skill sets to 
build SeaPerch underwa­
ter ROVs, a kit which can 
be built and modified by 
students, and which 
teachers were able to take 
back to the classroom. 

Attendees benefitted 
from sharing information, 
networking, and collabo­
rating with fellow teach­
ers across schools, grade 
levels, and disciplines, 
while building confidence 
in their ability to use this 
methodology in the class­
room. They received cur­
riculum and materials to 
take home and implement 
the activities and method­
ology in their schools ." 
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Environmental Stewardship 

What's on your list? 
During a recently aired 60 Min­

utes segment titled/The Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch Is Not What 
You Think," Susan Freinkel, a San 
Francisco-based science writer 
and author of the book,"Plastic: A 
Toxic Love Story" was interviewed. 
She told how she decided to go a 
day without touching anything 
plastic. She thought that was a 
great idea until she walked into 
the bathroom and looked down 
at the plastic toilet seat and her 
plastic toothbrush. She said, 
"Okay, I'm gonna spend the day 
writing down everything that's 
plastic." And by the day's end, her 
list was enormous. 

In the '50s, after World War II, 
manufacturers were looking for 
new ways to redirect the produc­
tion of plastic items from 
wartime use to civilian life. Their 
creative ways of using plastic con­
tinue to make our lives much eas­
ier in so many ways. We find them 
in our kitchens, medicine cabi­
nets, garages and they seem like 
a "miracle" invention that en­
hances our lives. However, we are 
becoming more aware that their 
durability that is a blessing, can 
also a curse. When we learned 
that China was no longer going to 
accept our trash, we became very 
aware that there is no such place 
to "throwaway." It has to go 
someplace. Whatever we bring 
into our homes, offices or institu­
tions, we are responsible for dis­
posing of those items. As a nation 
we are faced with two challenges: 
finding someone who is willing to 
accept our throwaway plastics 
"garbage" and finding ways to 
use less plastics in our daily lives. 

So I ask myself:"What can I do? 
Where do I even begin?"One sug­
gestion: pray for those who are 
working on finding ways to dis­
pose of or re-purpose that will 
enhance the lives of all and not 
just a few who can pay not to 
have this trash in their backyards. 
Suggested practice for this week: 
notice how many single-use plas­
tics you use in a day, like plastic 
bags, straws, etc. Then, use your 
creativity to find some alterna­
tives. 

Rest in Peace 

This week marks the anniversary 
of the deaths of the following 

clergymen who have served in the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Aug. 28 - Rev. Florent Vanden­
berghe, O.M.I., 1882 
Aug. 29 - Rev. Leo Desmet, 1926; 
Rev. Thomas F. Driscoll, 2003; Rev. 
Msgr. Robert L. Lawler, 2013 
Aug. 30 - Rev. Bartholomew 
McLaughlin, 1914 
Aug.31 - Rev.James J.Sherry, 
1890; Rev. Albert R. Plante, 2000 
Sept. 1 - Rev. Michael Guth, 
1864; Rev.John B.Martin,O.s.A., 
1955 
Sept. 2 - Rev. Timothy J. Ma­
honey, 1938; Msgr. Claudius Sechi, 
1966; Rev. Thomas G. Votraw, 
2007; Rev. Floyd J. Bleaux, 2009 
Sept. 3 - Rev. David W. Driscoll, 
O.S.A., 1963; Rev.John S. Branche, 
2003 

Protecting God's Children 
The Diocese of Ogdensburg has 
scheduled sessions for Protecting 
God's Children for Adults. 
Pre-registration online is required. 
Participants may preregister at 
www.virtus.org. 
Upcoming sessions: 
Aug. 28 - 7 p.m., Wakefield 
Recital Hall at SUNY Potsdam 
Sept. 7 -10a.m.,Seton Catholic 
School, Plattsburgh 
Sept. 9 - 1 p.m., St. 
Bartholomew's Church, Old Forge 
Sept. 11 - 6 p.m., Seton Catholic 
School, Plattsburgh 
Sept. 12 - 5:30 p.m., Stjames 
School, Gouverneur 
Sept.18-3 p.m.,St.Agnes 
School, Lake Placid 

Letters to the Editor 

We welcome letters from read­
ers of the North Country Catholic. 

• We ask that the number of 
words be limited to 300. 

• We cannot accept letters sup­
porting ideas contrary to the 
teachings of the Catholic Church. 

• Send letters to North Country 
Catholic, PO Box 326, Ogdensburg, 
NY, 13669 or e-mail to 
news@northcountrycatholic.org 

Mass of Christian Burial 
celebrated for Helen O'Brien 

A Mass of Christian Bur­
ial was celebrated for 
Helen Rolfe O'Brien on 
Aug. 17 at Queen of Peace 
Catholic Church in Ocala, 
Florida. 

She passed away peace­
fully on August 13, 2019 
in Ocala, surrounded by 
family. 

Helen was born Novem­
ber 26, 1926 in Lisbon, NY 
to Homer and Grace Rolfe . 
She graduated in 1947 
from D'Youville College in 
Buffalo, NY with a Bache­
lor of Science in Nursing, 
a profession she pursued 
at Chenango Memorial 
Hospital in Norwich, NY 
until retirement in 1985. 

She married Joseph 
O'Brien on February 10, 

Bishop's Public Schedule 

Aug. 29 - 5 p.m. - Picnic with the 
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart at 
Dablon Point 
Aug. 30 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Aug.31-lnstallation Mass of 
Rev. Steven M. Murray as Pastor of 
St. Andre Bessette Parish in Mai­
one at Notre Dame Church in Mai­
one 
Sept. 3 - 3:30 p.m. - Mass at Al­
tona Correctional Facility 
Sept. 4 - 9:30 a.m. - Mass at the 
Church of St. Dismas at the Clinton 
Correctional Facility in Dannemora 

To Report Abuse 
If you have a complaint of sus­
pected misconduct involving 
diocesan clergy, religious, employ­
ees or volunteers, contact Victims 
Assistance Coordinator, Terri­
anne Yanulavich, Adult & Youth 
Counseling Services of Northern 
New York, 31 Sixth Street, Malone, 
NY 12953; 
terrianneyanulavich@yahoo.com 
Phone: Day: 518-651-2267, Night: 
518-569-0612; or Father Christo­
pher Carrara, the Episcopal Vicar 
for Clergy at 315-393-2920 

Helen Rolfe O'Brien 

1948 at St. Mary's Cathe­
dral in Ogdensburg, NY. 
Together they had seven 
children, Virginia (David) 
Hoppenworth, Maureen 
(Kevin) Meade, Margaret J. 
O'Brien, Rev. Kevin ]. 
O'Brien, Steven (Patty) 
O'Brien, Dennis (Theresa) 
O'Brien, and Edward 
O'Brien. They have 12 
grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. 

In addition to her hus­
band, children, and 
grandchildren, Helen is 
survived by two sisters, 

Elizabeth Schaeffer and 
Eleanor Holden; a sister­
in-law, Eleanora Rolfe ; and 
many nieces and 
nephews. 

Preceding her in death 
are her parents; sisters, 
Anna Rolfe and Mary 
Heller; brother, Robert 
Rolfe ; and brothers-in­
law, Peter Heller, Lewis 
Schaeffer, and David 
Holden 

Helen was an avid 
reader and loved to play 
bridge and other card 
games. She enjoyed her 
On Top of the World com­
munity and was a faithful 
member of Queen of 
Peace Parish for more 
than 25 years. 

Burial will be at Florida 
National Cemetery at 
Bushnell at a later date . 

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests donations 
be made to Brothers 
Keeper, 2 West Fort King 
St., Ocala , FL. 

APPLEFE5T CARD 
Benefit of 

St. Augustine's & St. Patrick's Church 
3035 Main Street, Peru, New York 12972 

Donation $ 5 per card 
FIVE OPPORTUNITES TO WIN BIG! 

GRAND PRIZE - $ 3000 
2nd Prize - $ 500 

3RD. 4TH & 5TH - $1 00 Each Cash 
DRAWING TO BE HELD SEPT. 22, 2019 AT 4 P.M. 

You do not need to be present to win. 

Name: ______________ _ 

Address: _____________ _ 

Phone: ______________ _ 

Seller: ______________ _ 

Please make checks payable to St. Augustine's Church 
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IHC names new 
administrators 

There are new leaders at Immaculate Heart Central in 
Watertown. 
Vice principal 

Immaculate Heart Central School has hired its next 
elementary vice principal, Mrs. Amy Mitchell. 

Mrs. Mitchell brings 23 years of teaching experience 
with her into her new role as vice principal. Mrs. 
Mitchell has taught with Immaculate Heart Central 
School for 13 years in the St. John Bosco Preschool pro­
gram, kindergarten, and first grade. 

Before teaching at Immaculate Heart Central School, 
she taught kindergarten at Indian River Central Schools 
for 10 years. 

Mrs. Mitchell is a graduate of Immaculate Heart Cen­
tral School and will continue the school's legacy and 
mission: 'To provide a quality, catholic and secular ed­
ucation based on the love and imitation of Christ." 

Mrs. Amy Mitchell will oversee grades PreK-6 at Im­
maculate Heart Central School's Elementary Campus lo­
cated at 122 Winthrop Street, Watertown. 
Principal 

Mr. Daniel Charlebois began his new role as the 
school's principal for grades pre-K to 12 on Aug. 12. 

Mr. Charlebois, a 1997 graduate of Immaculate Heart 
Central, was selected for and is currently enrolled in 
the Mary Ann Remick Leadership Program at Notre 
Dame University in South Bend, Indiana. This program 
leads to an M.Ed. degree. 

At Immaculate Heart Central for the past ten years, 
Mr. Charlebois has taught mathematics, religion and 
psychology. In addition, he has been the Campus Min­
ister and a mentor and leader in IHC's Mystery Play for 
many years. Prior to teaching at Immaculate Heart, Mr. 
Charlebois taught at Bishop Grimes High School in 
Syracuse, NY for 2.5 years. 

Mr. Charlebois, his wife Melissa, a Physician's Assis­
tant, and their four sons are active members of Holy 
Family Parish in Watertown. 

'l11mlrtmfm11"nlmtt11 I 

".,~:=~~m, 
Pre-K through 8th Grade 

Free busing from Fort Drum &: surrounding school districts. 

Before / After-Care program available. 

Welcoming students of all faiths. 

Robust technology, Art, and Music programs. 

Military families and mid-year transfers welcome! 

faitli, .ftlcademic :Exceflimce 

am/Service since I88S 
IJ 

www.c-augusti nian .org (315)493-1301 

Catholic Schools 
Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed. 

Canton 
ST. MARY'S 

2 Powers St. .315-386-3572 
Website: www.stmaryscantonny.com 

smoffice@twcny.rr.com 

Carthage 
AUGUSTINIAN ACADEMY 
317 West St.. 315-493-1301 

Website: www.caugustinian.org 
mmargrey@augustinianacademy.org 

Gouverneur 
ST. JAMES 

20 South Gordon St. • 315-287-0130 
Website: www.stjamesk-6.org 

principal@stjamesk-6.org 

Lake Placid 
ST. AGNES 

2322 Saranac Ave. 518-523-3771 
Website: www.stagneslp.org 

admin@stagneslp.org 

Massena 
TRINITY CATHOLIC 

188 Main St. • 315-769-5911 
Website: www.trinitycatholicschool.net 

principa@twcny.rr.com 

Plattsburgh 
SETON CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

(PK-12) 
206 New York Road. 518-561-4031 

Website: www.setonknights.org 
mforbes@setonknights.org 

Saranac Lake 
ST. BERNARD'S 

63 River St. • 518-891-2830 
Webs i te: www.stbemardsschool.org 

princi pa I@stbemardsschool.info 

Ticonderoga 
ST. MARY'S 

64 Amherst Ave .• 518-585-7433 
Website: 

www.stmarysschoolticonderoga.org 
sscho03@nycap.rr.com 

Watertown 
ThJMACULATEHEARTCENTRAL 

SCHOOL 

ELEMENTARY BUILDING 
122 Winthrop St. • 315-788-7011 

JR.lSR. HIGH BUILDING 
13161ves. St.. 315-788-4670 

Website: www.ihcschool.org 
daniel .charlebois@ ihcschool.org 

Or visit the Diocese of Ogdensburg 
Department of Education website at 

www.rcdony.org/catholicschools 
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Youth gather at cathedral for Altar Server Picnic 
By Darcy Fargo 
Editor 

OGDENSBURG - While he was 
first attracted to being an 
altar server because the 
seats reserved for the 
servers have cushions, 
unlike the pews at his 
parish, jacob Mitchell, 13, 
a resident of Peru, said 
the job also has other 
perks. 

"I get to be up there 
doing things other people 
don't get to do," Mitchell 
said. "And I get to serve 
God and meet people." 

Mitchell was one of sev­
eral dozen altar servers 
who attended the annual 
diocesan Altar Server Pic­
nic on Aug. 16 at St. 
Mary's Cathedral in Og­
densburg. Other servers 
in attendance had other 
reasons they first became 
interested in serving. 

"I like being able to help 
the deacons and priest," 
added Cassandra Neddo, 
17 of Lowville. "I con­
verted (to Catholicism) 
when I was 12 or 13. I re­
ally felt called to serve on 
the altar." 

"Serving has given me a 
lot of opportunities," said 
Noah Comet, 14, of 
Lowville. "It helped me 
complete my community 
service for scouting, and 
it brought me here. Some­
day, I'd like to serve a 
Mass with the Bishop. 
That would be cooL" 

The servers' kicked off 
the gathering with a tour 
of the cathedral before 
hearing brief discussions 
of vocations from Sister 
M. Gregory Munger, direc­
tor of vocations for the 
Sisters of St. joseph in Wa­
tertown, and Matt Conger, 
seminarian for the dio­
cese. 
Learning about vocations 

"As servers, you are 
blessed to be very close to 
the Blessed Sacrament," 
Sister Gregory said. "You 
are also called to lead the 

Many ofthe altar servers who attended the picnic thrown on their behalf posed for a photo with Bishop Terry R. 
LaValley after Mass. Pictured with Bishop LaValley are, (Front row, from left) Jacob Fargo, Anna Clarkson, Juliet Tav­
ernier,Joseph Kring, Walter Kring, Luke Prial, Allison Bell, (second row) Duane Olley Jr., (third row)) Noah Comet, 
Darrell Cooper, Ivan Kring, Caleb Cooper, Sebastian Prial, (fourth row) Ben Clarkson, Connor Bell, Cassandra Neddo, 
Bishop Terry R. LaValley, (back row) Jacob Mitchell, Isaac Mitchell, Leilani Dibble and Virginia Neddo. 

congregation in prayer. 
Thank you for answering 
that call." 

Sister Gregory noted 
that we're all called to ho­
liness in our baptisms. 

"You put on an alb when 
serving," she said. "It's a 
good time to think about 
your baptismal day - a 
day you probably don't 
remember - when a white 
garment was put on you, 
and you became a child of 
God, and you were called 
to be holy." 

Sister Gregory told the 
youth they could also find 
holiness by pursuing the 
vocation to which they are 
called, whether it be reli­
gious life, priesthood, 
marriage or single life. 

Introducing Conger, Fa­
ther Christopher C. Car­
rara, vicar for clergy and 
vocations director for the 
diocese, noted that not 
only do we find holiness 
in discerning our voca­
tions, we also find happi­
ness. 

"God has a special plan 
for our lives," Father Car­
rara said. "It's not doing 
what I want to do that 
brings happiness, we find 
true happiness in doing 

what God wants us to do." 
Conger noted that he 

first resisted pursuing his 
vocation to the priest­
hood. 

"Growing up, people 
were always telling me I'd 
be a wonderful priest," he 
said. "But I was young and 
stubborn - now I'm older 
and stubborn - and I 
pushed the idea aside." 

Conger said he discov­
ered in high school that 
he wanted to find a career 
that would put him in 
service to others, but he 
still wasn't sure what that 
was. 

It was through prayer 
and the inspiration of a 
priest, Father james F. 
Shurtleff, that he became 
open to a vocation to the 
priesthood. 

"I saw that he would 
drop everything to serve 
and to help people," Con­
ger said. "And he always 
seemed happy. He was al­
ways smiling." 

Even after entering sem­
inary, Conger said he 
reached a point where he 
needed to step away from 
his formation. During that 
year, he worked for an 
agency that provides care 

to individuals with dis­
abilities. While with that 
agency, he was with sev­
eral individuals in the 
agency's care as they 
passed away, moments 
that had a profound im­
pact on him. 

"I was there with them, 
and I would pray for 
them, but it made me 
think about how much 
more I could've done for 
them as a priest," he said. 
Time with the bishop 

The young servers and 
their families then at­
tended Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Terry R. LaVal­
ley. 

'Tve come upon a whole 
lot of bridges, bridges of 
all different shapes and 
sizes, as I travel around 
northern New York," 
Bishop LaValley told the 
servers and those gath­
ered for the Mass. 

The bishop noted that 
bridges function to con­
nect bodies of land, and 
he noted that bridges are 
also used as a symbol of 
the life of a priest. 

"A priest connects God 
with God's people," he 
said. "This happens in a 
very powerful way in the 

administration of the 
sacraments." 

He also noted that a 
priest connects God's peo­
ple with God. 

"It's not one-way travel," 
he said. 

Bishop LaValley encour­
aged the altar servers to 
also serve as connection 
points, noting their role 
calls them "to do the best 
you can to connect with 
God and be a source of 
connection to others." 
Rite of Admission to Candidacy 

During the Mass, the 
youth were able see two 
diocesan seminarians, 
jude Nnadibuagha and 
john K. Ojuok, publicly 
declare their intentions to 
pursue Holy Orders and 
become officially ac­
cepted as candidates for 
ordination in the Rite of 
Admission to Candidacy 
for Holy Orders. 

Explaining the rite to the 
youth, Father Carrara 
compared the process of 
becoming a priest to the 
process of becoming mar­
ried. 

"If you think of mar­
riage, there are steps you 
take before you get there," 
he said. "First you date, 
then you get engaged and 
then you get married. 
This is like the engage­
ment step. In engage­
ment, you declare you 
intend to get married. In 
this rite, they're making a 
statement, and the bishop 
is accepting it, that they 
intend to enter the priest­
hood." 

After Mass, the youth 
and their families, along 
with priests and conse­
crated religious from 
around the diocese and 
members of the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg Vocation 
Society (DOVS) were 
treated to lunch and a 
tour of bishop's residence. 

"It was a good opportu­
nity to see other servers 
from around the diocese," 
said Neddo. 



AUG. 28, 2019 
II NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC II DIOCESAN LIFE 

Firefighters, pastors identify priority items 
Tour shows 
what should 
be saved in 

an emergency 
By Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
Contributing Writer 

WATERTOWN - Inspired by 
the fire at Notre Dame 
Cathedral in Paris earlier 
this year, the chaplains for 
the City of Watertown Fire 
Department have initiated 
a formidable task. They 
hope to accompany mem­
bers of the fire depart­
ment to each of the 52 
churches in the 9.3 square 
mile jurisdiction of the 
Fire Department to ac­
quire detailed floor plans 
for each of the structures 
and catalog the "first to be 
removed" sacred vessels 
and artifacts in each loca­
tion. 

The first site to be vis­
ited was St. Patrick's 
Church on South Massey 
St. in Watertown located 
two to three hundred 
yards from the depart­
ment's #1 Fire Station. 

The Rev. Canon Samuel 
P. Lundy, an Anglican 
priest, and the Rev. Leon 
VanWie, a retired pastor of 
the United Methodist 
Church, are the depart­
ment chaplains. The Paris 
blaze is already detailed 
in the online encyclope­
dia, Wikipedia: 

On 15 April 2019, at 
about 12:30pm Eastern 
Daylight Time, a structure 
fire broke out beneath the 
roof of Notre-Dame de 
Paris cathedral in Paris. By 
the time it was extin­
guished, the building's 
spire and most of its roof 
had been destroyed and 
its upper walls severely 
damaged; extensive dam­
age to the interior was 
prevented by its stone 
vaulted ceiling, which 
largely contained the 

DEACON KEVIN MASTELlON/THE NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC 
Father Christopher J. Looby shows Watertown City Fire Department Chief 
Dale Herman the Tabernacle at St. Patrick's Church in Watertown. Firefight­
ers are touring churches in the city to identify where important items and 
relics are located. 

burning roof as it col­
lapsed. Many works of art 
and religious relics were 
moved to safety early in 
the emergency, but others 
suffered some smoke 
damage and some exte­
rior art was damaged or 
destroyed. The cathedral's 
two pipe organs, and its 
three 13th-century rose 
Windows, suffered little to 
no damage. Three emer­
gency workers were in­
jured. 

Notre Dame is consid­
ered one of the finest ex­
amples of French Gothic 
Architecture. There are 
several churches in Water­
town in the Romanesque 
style or Gothic style, in­
cluding St. Patrick's, Holy 
Family, Trinity Episcopal, 
First Presbyterian and As­
bury Methodist. These 
would prove the most dif­
ficult to attack in a fire be­
cause of the construction 
and the number of addi­
tions each church has 
seen over time. 

"We know the history," 
says Watertown Fire Chief 
Dale Herman. He recalls 
fires in Watertown's past 
that destroyed Our Lady 

of the Sacred Heart 
(Catholic) and All Souls 
Church (Unitarian). Both 
were the same style as 
those listed above. 

''Those fires resulted in 
complete devastation," 
Herman said. "Had we 
known what was most 
precious in the buildings, 
we might have been able 
to save them. However, 
there is always risk versus 
benefit to be considered. 
We will not put a fire­
fighter in danger to save 
an artifact." 

Rev. Lundy echoed the 
chief's view. 

"We will not risk lives, 
but if there is no danger, 
we will try to save those 
things that are most im­
portant," he said. 

Father Christopher j. 
Looby, pastor of St. 
Patrick's and st. Anthony's 
churches in Watertown, 
met with Herman, Battal­
ion Chief Mathew Tim­
merman and Firefighters 
Michael jesmer and jared 
Lyndaker. 

"'There are a lot of im­
portant artifacts and stat­
ues in this building," 
Father Looby told them, 

"but the most important is 
the Eucharist." 

He then showed the fire­
men where the Conse­
crated Hosts are reserved 
and where to find the key 
to the tabernacle. He also 
explained for them why 
the Eucharist is so impor­
tant to Catholics. 

There are many price­
less items in every build­
ing. The stained-glass 
windows in St. Patrick's 
are one example. 

The Diocese of Ogdens­
burg has long promoted 
risk management as a way 
to prevent fires like the 
one at Notre Dame; but 
accidents do happen. 

On june 26, 2019 the 
Associated Press reported 
that according to Paris po­
lice, the fire at Notre 
Dame may have been 
caused by an electrical 
malfunction or might 
have been caused by a 
smoldering cigarette. 
They are still investigat­
ing. 

Wikipedia reports risk 
management was very 

much on people's minds 
in Paris too: 

Extensive attention had 
been given to the risk of 
fire at the cathedral. The 
Paris Fire Brigade drilled 
regularly to prepare for 
emergencies there, in­
cluding on-site exercises 
in 2018; a firefighter was 
posted to the cathedral 
each day; and fire war­
dens checked conditions 
beneath the roof three 
times daily. 

Like the diocese, the 
City of Watertown Fire De­
partment also promotes 
fire safety and risk man­
agement. 

This effort allows fire­
men to know what to look 
for and what items to be 
aware of when responding 
to a house of worship. 

"Our vehicles are now 
equipped with computers 
that will show us a blue­
print of the structure we 
are approaching," Herman 
said. ''That gives us an ad­
vantage to save lives, fight 
fires and save important 
items and documents." 

Rachel's Vineyard 
After-Abortion Healing Retreat 

Don't suffer alone. Help is available. 
October 18 - 20 

Guggenheim Lodge, Saranac Lake 
Confidential online registration www.rcdony.org/pro-life 

Questions? Please contact the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg Respect Life office 

518-524-0774 (call or text) cminer@rcdony.org 
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Department of Youth: It's about relationships 
With the Bishop's Fund 

Appeal now underway, the 
North Country Catholic 
will be highlighting some 
of the ministries funded 
by the Bishop's Fund. 

By Thomas Semeraro 
Youth Ministry Director 

It is our ministry, mis­
sion and love as youth 
ministers to introduce 
young people to jesus 
Christ and the love he has 
for each one of us. This in­
troduction begins with a 
truthful, trusting and con­
sistent "relationship" with 
each other. Through these 
relationships, we come to 
know the love of God. 

If we are to truly know 
the love of God, we must 
first have a relationship 
with jesus. 

Through the generous 
support of the Bishop's 
Fund Appeal, the Depart­
ment of Youth has been 
able to offer truly amazing 
opportunities for our 
Diocesan youth to grow in 
relationship with jesus 
Christ. 

Through sustained sup­
port of Summer Camp 
Guggenheim young people 

are offered a precious op­
portunity to come together 
and express themselves as 
Catholic Christians in a 
safe, fun and supportive 
environment while at the 
same time, foster new re­
lationships with peers and 
grow their own relation­
ship with God in the "Quiet 
of their hearts." Summer 
camp is also filled with 
many activities, swim­
ming, hiking and much 
fun for all who attend. 

The Diocesan Youth 
Rally is an annual opportu­
nity to celebrate the good­
ness of our Catholic Youth. 
It's a day filled with speak­
ers, music, fun activities, 
and fellowship. It is a time 
when our young people 
get to witness the "bigger 
church" that exists 
throughout the Diocese. It 
helps them to strengthen 
their Catholic identity 
through continued rela­
tionship building. 

The Bishop's Appeal en­
ables us to continue build­
ing relationships with our 
young people through, 
Leadership Retreats, Spiri­
tual Retreats, Youth Days 
and the Diocesan Youth 
Council program. In 2020 

Raffle benefits the scholarship fund at 

St. Agnes School· Lake Placid, NY 

online at winthisauto.com 
Or by phone at (518) 523-3771 

If you w ish to buy tickets b y mail, please fill out the 
form & enc lose your c heck made out to: 

ST. AGNES CHURCH 
169 HILLCREST AVE 

LAKE PLACID, NY 12946 
NAME ________________________________ __ 

ADDRESS, _______________ _ 

Phone E-Moil _______________ _ 

1 Number of Tickets __ Amount of check $. _____ _ 
1 $20 EACH or 6 for $100 
_______ ~o~ ~o_n~t ~o~:.t~ ~e !'~S.:~ ~ ~i~. ___ !~~ _I 

we hope to expand these 
offerings throughout the 
Diocese to meet the needs 
of our young people who 
so desperately need op­
portunities to engage 
jesus Christ. 

In support of Youth Min­
istry at the Parish level, the 
Bishop's Appeal also pro­
vides support for continu­
ing education and training 
to Parish Youth Ministers, 

a support network, and 
certification through the 
Department of Youth Min­
istry. New in 2019, the De­
partment of Youth will be 
conducting the first an­
nual gathering of Diocesan 
Youth Ministers and Volun­
teers. This gathering will 
enable Diocesan Youth 
Ministers and Volunteers 
to engage in conversation 
and discuss the growth of 

Youth Ministry in our Dio­
cese. 

Through the generous 
support of these and fu­
ture programs the Depart­
ment of Youth continues 
to "walk with our young 
people" in faith, as they 
grow in relationship with 
jesus Christ. Thank you 
for your generous contri­
butions to the Bishop's 
Fund Appeal. 
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AT A GLANCE 
Bishops welcome proposed rule to protect religious employers 
WASHINGTON (CNS) - The chairmen ofthree U.S. bishops' committees Aug.21 
welcomed a proposed rule from the U.s. Department of labor aimed at clarify­
ing religious protections that may be invoked by federal contractors, including 
faith-based organizations. "Faith-based groups should have the opportunity to 
compete on a level playing field as they seek to partner with the federal gov­
ernment to provide critical social services," the bishops said in a statement. 
"These proposed rules protect religious liberty, a core constitutional right, by 
clarifying existing religious exemptions consistent with federal law and recent 
Supreme Court precedent." The statement was issued by Bishop Robert J. Mc­
Manus of Worcester, Massachusetts, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops' Committee for Religious liberty; Bishop Frank J. Dewane of Venice, 
Florida, chairman of the USCCB Committee on Domestic Justice and Human De­
velopment; and Bishop James D. Conley of lincoln, Nebraska, chairman of the 
USCCB Subcommittee for the Promotion and Defense of Marriage. The pro­
posed rule would clarify that religious organizations may make employment 
decisions "consistent with their sincerely held religious tenets and beliefs with­
out fear of sanction by the federal government," the labor Department said. 

Prayers greet people attending' black mass' in Ottawa 
OTTAWA, Ontario (CNS) - About 200 people, most clutching a rosary, held a 
prayer vigil as a satanic black mass occurred Aug.l? at a heavy metal club in 
the Canadian capital. Other Catholics attended adoration at Notre-Dame Cathe­
dral a few blocks away or circled the block where the widely publicized event 
sponsored by the Satanic Temple of Ottawa took place. The day began with Ot­
tawa Archbishop Terrence Prendergast celebrating a Mass of reparation at An­
nunciation of the lord Church in suburban Ottawa. "Though Christ has won the 
definitive battle against sin and evil, we are still involved in mopping up opera­
tions," Archbishop Prendergast said. "There are still skirmishes and outbreaks of 
violence against Christ's bride, the church." He offered prayers for the people 
attending the event and led those gathered for the Mass in making reparation 
"for the blasphemies uttered against God in our midst." 

Planned Parenthood to withdraw from Title X program 
SAN FRANCISCO (CNS) - The Planned Parenthood Federation of America an­
nounced Aug.19 it is withdrawing from the federal Title X program over the 
Trump administration's "Protect life Rule" barring these funds from being used 
for promoting or providing abortion as family planning. Planned Parenthood 
called the rule a "gag order" on its operations that needed to be lifted. It said 
Aug.14 it would withdraw from the program ifit did not get "emergency judi­
cial relief' in the form of an injunction from the 9th U.s. Circuit Court of Appeals 
to keep the new policy from taking effect. The San Francisco-based court did 
not do that. The administration "is trying to force us to keep information from 
our patients. The gag rule is unethical, dangerous, and we will not subject our 
patients to it," Planned Parenthood said in its Aug.19 statement.lt will no 
longer receive $60 million of the $286 million allocated annually through Title 
X. Pro-life groups' reaction to the Planned Parenthood decision was swift. Mar­
jorie Dannenfelser, president of the national Susan B. Anthony list organization 
said: "Today, Planned Parenthood showed its true colors by prioritizing abortion 
over family planning, refusing to comply with the Protect life Rule and drop­
ping out of the Title X program .... Women have the most to gain from this 
news." 

Responding to Catholics' lack 
of belief in the Real Presence 

WASHINGTON (CNS) Do 
Catholics believe that the 
Eucharist is truly the body 
and blood of Christ? 

A Pew Research Center 
survey released Aug. 5 
found that nearly 70% of 
Catholics believe that the 
bread and wine used for 
Communion during Mass 
are "symbols of the body 
and blood of jesus Christ," 
while about 30% believe 
that the bread and wine 
"actually become" Christ's 
body and blood. 

The findings clearly 
touched a nerve as com­
mentators jumped to ana­
lyze the data, questioning 
the language that Pew had 
used in its survey ques­
tions. 

Mark Gray from the Cen­
ter for the Applied Re­
search in the Apostolate 
wrote in a blog post that 
replacing the word "actu­
ally" with "really" might 
have led to different re­
sults. In previous surveys 
on the Real Presence, 
CARA used "jesus is really 
present in the bread and 
wine of the Eucharist" vs. 
"Bread and wine are sym­
bols of jesus, but jesus is 
not really present." 

Others found the results 
an affirmation of their be­
lief that catechesis in the 
church is in a sorry state. 

"It represents a massive 
failure - and I include my­
self in thiS, we're all guilty 
- a massive failure on the 
part of Catholic educators 
and catechists, evangel­
ists, teachers," said Los 
Angeles Auxiliary Bishop 
Robert E. Barron in a 
"Word on Fire" You Tube 
video. "If on this central 
matter of our belief and 
practice there is this much 
deep misunderstanding, 
something has gone sub­
stantially wrong." 

Pew's finding "certainly 
shows a failure in cate­
chetics, but I think the 

church faces a greater 
problem," jesuit Father 
Thomas Reese wrote in a 
column for Religion News 
Service. "Catholics have an 
impoverished idea of what 
the Eucharist is really 
about." 

The Catechism of that 
Catholic Church looks to 
the Council of Trent to de­
fine its eucharistic doc­
trine: "By the consecration 
of the bread and wine 
there takes place a change 
of the whole substance of 
the bread into the sub­
stance of the body of 
Christ our Lord and of the 
whole substance of the 
wine into the substance of 
his blood. This change the 
holy Catholic Church has 
fittingly and properly 
called transubstantiation" 
(No. 1376). 

Catholic theologians in 
the High Middle Ages 
turned to the Aristotelian 
philosophic categories of 
"substance" and "acci­
dents" to expound the 
doctrine. Today, some 
argue those terms con­
tribute to the confusion 
around the Eucharist. 

''The accidents are those 
things that we see. We see 
a host. We see wine," ex­
plained Father Frank 
Donio, director of the 
Catholic Apostolate Cen­
ter in Washington, in an 
interview with Catholic 
News Service. ''The sub­
stance - the 'breadness' or 
the 'wineness' - is what it 
is." 

By the words of conse­
cration during the Eu­
charistic Prayer at Mass, 
the substance changes -
transubstantiation - while 
the accidents remain the 
same. 

It still looks like, acts 
like, tastes like bread or 
wine . But its substance 
has become the body and 
blood of Christ, Father 
Donio said. 

''The difficulty is that be­
cause we don't help peo­
ple to understand what 
that means, substance and 
aCCidents, it's harder for 
them to then understand 
what transubstantiation 
is," he added. "We do need 
to assist people in under­
standing" those terms. 

But do those ancient 
terms resonate with mod­
ern-day Catholics? 

"Sometimes we struggle 
to articulate a post-En­
lightenment understand­
ing of what we mean by 
Real Presence" by relying 
on outdated vocabulary, 
said Michael Bayer, direc­
tor of evangelization and 
adult formation at st. 
Clement Church in 
Chicago. 

Father Reese put it 
bluntly, "Using Aris­
totelian concepts to ex­
plain Catholic mysteries in 
the 21 st century is a fool's 
errand." 

It is possible to teach the 
doctrine of transubstanti­
ation without using the 
words "substance" and 
"aCCidents," said Timothy 
O'Malley, professor and di­
rector of the Notre Dame 
Center for Liturgy, in an 
interview. But eventually it 
is the appropriate way to 
teach it, he said . 

"If the word 'substance' 
scares people off, you can 
say, 'what it really is,' and 
that is what substance is," 
O'Malley said. "What it re­
ally is, what it absolutely 
is at its heart is Christ's 
body and blood." 

''The most helpful thing 
we can say is: This really, 
truly, actually is jesus, in a 
way that it was not prior 
to the act of consecration," 
Bayer said in an interview. 
"It truly is jesus and 
there's an aspect to this 
we simply don't under­
stand. And we have to be 
a little comfortable in the 
face of that mystery." 
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ADIRONDACK 

FALL RETREAT FOR ADULTS 
Saranac Lake - Come away and rest 
awhile with the Lord amid the beauties 
of Fall in the Adirondack Mountains. 

Date: Sept. 13-15 
Place: Guggenheim Lodge 
Cost: $150 
Theme: "Meeting God in the Moun­

tains and Valleys of Life 
Speakers: Sister Bethany Fitzgerald, 

SSJ, Faith Formation Educator, Fr. Paul 
Kelly will be celebrant for Mass on Sat­
urdayafternoon. 

Contact: For info.315-212-6592 or 
srbethssj@gmail.com 

CLINTON 

Hamilton 
Herkimer 

Features: Everyone is invited to re­
cite the rosary and meditate on the 
mysteries. 

BLESSED IS SHE 
Norfolk - Women's Group to have 
event. 

Date: Sept. 8 
Time: Noon 
Place: St.Andrew's Church Hall 
Features: The theme will be Holi-

ness 101 : Learning from Jesus the Ulti­
mate Teacher. Lunch will be served and 
there is no cost to attend. 

Contact: RSVP to Sara by 9/6: 31 5-
212-7565 or narrow56@gmail.com 

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese': CHICKEN BBQ 
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: Gouverneur - Stjames School to have 

ROASTTURKEY DINNER North CountryCatholic,PO Box326, a Chicken BBQ. 
Lyon Mountain - The Knights of Ogdensburg, NY 13669;fax, 1-866-314-7296; Date: Sept. 8 
Columbus and the Catholic Daughters e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. Time: Noon 

to have their Annual Fall Turkey Dinner. Items must be received in the NCC office by the Thursday before publication. Cost: Adults, $10; Children 12 and 
Date: Sept. 8 I-----------r::=========~ under, $5; Under 5,Free 
Time: 11 :30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Features: For Highschool Junior 

men & older. Come join for discussions 
about discernment, Evening Prayer and 
dinner. 

LEWIS 
Place: St. Bernard's Church 
Cost: Adults, $12; Seniors 62+, $1 0; 

Children 6-12, $7; 5 and under, Free 
Contact: Take-outs Available by call­

ing 518-735-4372 

HARVEST DINNER 
Mooers Forks - St. Ann's to have Turkey 
Harvest Dinner. 

Date: Sept. 15 
Time: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Place: St.Ann's Pavilion 
Cost: Adults, $10; Children 6-12, $5; 

under 5,Free 

APPLEFEST 
Peru - St. Augustine's 42nd Annual 
Peru Applefest to be held. 

Date: Sept. 21 and 22 
Schedule: Parade begins at 11 a.m. 

on Saturday. Sunday at 11 a.m. there 
will be a Chicken BBQ 

Features: Two days of live music, a 
giant craft fair, foods, games and rides 
for young children and teens. Satur­
day's music features the Police Fife and 
Drums of Plattsburgh followed by the 
rocking Bootleg Band. There will be a 
craft fair, Grand Raffle, Chainsaw Carver 
Ted Holzer and Applefest food fa­
vorites. Sunday afternoon the On Three 
Band will perform. 

IS JESUS CHRIST CALLING ME? 
Plattsburgh - Lakeside Fishers Club to 
have Priesthood Discernment Group 
meetings. 

Schedule: Sept. 8 & 22, Oct. 6 & 20 
Time: 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Peter's Church 

Contact: Father Howard Venette 
pastorsmoll@stmarysti.org 518-585-
7144 or Father Christopher Carrara at 
ccarrara@rcdony.org. 

JEFFERSON 

PILGRIMAGE TO PA 
Lancaster, PA - St. Mary's and St.john's, 
Clayton to have a Pilgrimage to Penn­
sylvania. 

Date: Sept. 18 - 19 
Place: Sight & Sound Theatres in 

Lancaster, PA; Stjohn Neumann Shrine, 
Ch urch of St. Peterthe Apostle and St. 
Katharine Drexel Shrine at the Cathe­
dral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in 
Philadelphia. 

Cost: $320 Double & Triple Occu­
pancy; $400 Single Occupancy 

Features: Guided tours at both 
churches. Mass with Fr. LaBaff. Mu­
seum and Gift Shop at Stjohn Neu­
mann's Shrine. 

Contact: St.Mary's Rectory at 315-
686-3398 

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER 
Evans Mills - The Indian River Knights 
of Columbus to have a Spaghetti & 
Meatball dinner. 

Date: Sept. 14 
Time: 4 p.m. to 7 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center. 
Cost: Adults, $; Senior Citizens, $5; 

Children under 12, $5; under 5, Free 
Contact: 315-629-4678 

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS 
Houseville - Divine Mercy Devotions 
for the month of September to be held. 

Date: Sept. 1 
Time: 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Features: The program includes 

Vespers (Evening Prayer), Exposition of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, The Di­
vine Mercy Chaplet, and Benediction. 
All are welcome. 

Contact: 315-348-6260. 

SILAWRENCE 

GOLF OUTING 
Canton - GolfTournament to be held. 

Date: Aug. 31 
Time: Shot gun start at 1 p.m. 
Place: St. Lawrence University Golf 

Course 
Cost: $ 1 00 per golfer with discounts 

for 4-some registrations. Includes 
greens and cart fees, drinks and snacks, 
and a banquet after golf. 

Features: 1 8-hole scramble format 
tournament. All proceeds from this 
event will go to St. Mary's SchooLJoin 
us for a great time as we support our 
school and honor our former pastor, 
Bishop Douglas Lucia. 

Contact: Go to canton catholics. com 
and click on the school logo to register. 

FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTIONS 
Ogdensburg - First Saturday Devotions 
to be held. 

Date: Sept. 7 
Time: 8:30 a.m. to 9 a.m. 
Place: Deacon Winter Chapel, St. 

Mary's Cathedral 

177 PROJEU 
Canton - An Evening of Adoration and 
Music to be held. 

Date: Sept. 1 7 
Time: 7 p.m. to 9 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Features: Come join us as we adore 

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament with 
worship music provided by Catholic 
musician, Lee Roessler. This event is 
free and open to all. 

Contact: Amanda at 315-386-2543 
or conklina@canton.edu for more in­
formation. For additional information 
visit www.the177project.com 

COMMISSIONED LAY MINISTRY 
DINNER 

Massena - Commissioned Lay Min­
istry Association SLFA Annual Dinner 
Meeting. 

Date: Sept.24 
Time: 5:30 p.m. Mass with dinner to 

follow 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Cost: $ 15 Per person 
Features: Spouses and guests in­

vited. Presenter will be Sister Bethany 
Fitzgerald, SSJ 

Contact: Registration required by 
Sept. 19 by calling Jeannie Grizzuto at 
315-393-2920 Ext. 1413 or bye-mail at 
jgrizzuto@rcdony.org 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

YOUNG ADULT RETREAT 
Saranac Lake - The First Annual Young 
Adult retreat to be held. 

Date: Sept. 13-15 
Place: Camp Guggenheim 

AUG. 28 , 2019 

Features: The theme will be En­
counter Christ, in Creation, in each 
other, in yourself 

Contact: For more information and 
registration go to rcdeony.org/yamre­
treat 

OUTDOOR LEADERSHIP 
RETREATS 
The Youth Department is offering three 
opportunities for young people, ages 
12 to 17, to learn, have fun and become 
"Shepard's of the Earth." Each session 
offers a different opportunity for 
young people to engage nature, each 
other and their faith. 

Schedule: Camp options are Sept. 7 
at Beaver Camp; Sept. 14 atThe Wild 
Center; Sept. 28 at AuSable Chasm 

Cost: $25 per event and includes 
lunch 

Contact: The deadline to register is 
Aug. 29. For schedule and registration 
please visit: 
www.rcdony.org/youth/leadership. For 
more information please contact: Tom 
Semeraro at tsemeraro@rcdony.org 1 
315-393-2920. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL VOCATION 
RETREAT 
Saranac Lake - Middle Vocation retreat 
to be held. 

Date: Sept. 20 
Time: 9:15 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Place: Camp Guggenheim 
Features: For all Catholic school 

children & parish programs. Lunch will 
be provided. The day will end with 
Mass with Bishop LaValley. Families 
who bring children are welcome to 
stay for the day. 

Contact: Pre-register by Sept. 20 
with Cathy Russell bye-mail at: crus­
sell@rcdony.org 

MARRIAGE AND CONSECRATED LIFE 
JUBILEE MASS 
Ogdensburg - The 2nd Annual Mar­
riage and Consecrated Life Jubilee 
Mass to be held. 

Date: Sept. 15 
Time: 2:30 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Cathedral 
Features: Reception to be held after 

Mass. 
Contact: If a couple is interested in 

attending, please direct them to 
https:llwww.rcdony.org/marriageju­
bilee to register. If you have any ques­
tions or concerns please contactthe 
Family Life Office. 
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SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS 

'Conduct your affairs with humility' 
This week we celebrate conduct your affairs with 

Labor Day and the begin- humility, and you will be 
ning of fall activities. For loved more than a giver of 
many, it's a time gifts. Humble 
for resolutions as yourself the more, 
to how we will at- the greater you 
tack the challenges are, and you will 
that accompany find favor with 
"going back to God." 
work." How can we From the very 
avoid old habits beginning of Pope 
and put energy Francis' reign, he 
into new patterns? has constantly im-
Only we can an- Monsignor pressed people 
swer those ques- Paul E. around the world 
tions. The readings Whitmore with his genuine 
this week give us and authentic hu-
guidance for right mility - begging 
attitudes for the fall. One people to pray for him, re­
of these is the virtue of hu- fusing to live in the Apos­
mility. tolic Palace, falling on his 

We read in the wisdom knees to wash the feet of 
book of Sirach, "My child, prisoners. 

Sept. 1 
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

READINGS 
Sirach 3:17-18,20,28-29 

Hebrews 12:18-19,22-24a 
Luke 14:1,7-14 

A second piece of advice 
in Sirach is for us to be 
good listeners. "" .an at­
tentive ear is the joy of the 
wise." It is by listening 
with full attention when 
people speak to us that we 
ourselves can learn so 
much. 

On the other hand, st. 
Thomas tells us that pride 
"breaks the chain of char­
ity and unity." Jesus him­
self said, "Learn of me, for 

ATTHE MOVIES 

I am meek and humble of 
heart." He urges us to be 
like children, "for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven" 

In today's Gospel from 
Luke, Jesus also gives ad­
vice about conducting 
ourselves with humility. 
He counsels his fellow­
guests at the banquet not 
to push and shove their 
way into the best seats. 
Why? Because there is 
chance that the host might 
have to send us down to a 
lower place if one more 
important than we are 
needs our seat. Let others 
decide our social rank 
rather than declaring our 
own importance. Did 
Jesus speak with "tongue 
in cheek" when he adds: "If 

you take a lower place in 
the first place, won't you 
be honored when you're 
told to take the higher 
place you really wanted?" 

Humility is a virtue that 
gives the right reasons as 
well as the discipline nec­
essary for our work. The 
proud person depends 
only on his own ego, while 
the humble person works 
for the glory and praise of 
his Creator. Working in 
this way helps him to ac­
cept success or failure as 
Christ would accept it. Hu­
mility gives him the en­
ergy to start over and still 
work with confidence. He 
is working with Christ's 
help for the glory of the 
Father. 

BLINDED BY THE LIGHT 
NEW YORK (CNS) -

Abundant charm and an 
insightful depiction of the 
ups and downs of both 
friendship and family life 
make "Blinded by the 
Light" (Warner Bros.) -
writer-director Gurinder 
Chadha's touching fact­
based mix of drama and 
comedy - a winner. 

Though it's safest for 
grown-ups, the valuable 
lessons of the film qualify 
it as possibly acceptable 
for mature teens, despite 
some vulgarity in the 
script. 

Amid political and racial 
tensions - the hardscrab­
ble world of 1980s Luton, 
England, provides the 
movie's setting - British 
Pakistani teen Javed 
(Viveik Kalra) aspires to be 
a poet. But he's hemmed 
in by his overbearing fa­
ther, Malik (Kulvinder 
Ghir) , who wants him to 
pursue a more lucrative 
career. 

Introduced, more or less 
aCCidentally, to the music 
of Bruce Springsteen by 
classmate Roops (Aaron 
Phagura), Javed finds a 
fresh source of inspiration 
in the Boss' working-class 
anthems, which resonate 
with his own experiences. 

Javed's newfound en­
thusiasm is shared by 
Eliza (Nell Williams), the 
fellow student for whom 
he's fallen. Yet Matt (Dean­
Charles Chapman), Javed's 
best friend since child­
hood - with whom his re­
lationship has already 
become fraught - remains 
indifferent to the Bard of 
Asbury Park. 

As Javed seeks to bal­
ance personal fulfillment 
and filial duty, he and 
Eliza pursue a romance 
that contradicts Malik's 
stated intention to arrange 
a marriage for his son. 
Though a scene of them 
necking in Javed 's house 
while the rest of the fam-

ily are away is left open­
ended, the overall timbre 
of the movie would sug­
gest that they don't go 
much beyond kissing. 

Fans of Margaret 
Thatcher, the late British 
prime minister, will be put 
off by the fact that 
Chadha's script impliCitly 
links her to the degraded 
behavior of the skinheads 
and neo-Nazis, young and 
old, who antagonize Javed 
and his friends. Under 
their guidance, one little 
boy makes a statement by 
urinating through the mail 
slot in the front door of 
one of Javed's acquain­
tances. 

Viewers will be confi­
dent that such unpleas­
antness will not prevail 
over the appealing charac­
ters who predominate in 
"Blinded by the Light" -
and for whom they'll find 
themselves enthusiasti­
cally rooting. By turns 
amusing and moving, this 

is a lively, well-made pic­
ture with a sunny disposi­
tion and a positive 
message about the endur­
ing bond linking young­
sters and their parents. 

The film contains some 
mild sensuality, a scato­
logical incident, at least 
one use of profanity, an 
ethnic stereotyping 
theme, and occasional 
crude and crass talk. The 
Catholic News Service 
classification is A-III -
adults. The Motion Picture 
Association of America 

rating is PG-13 - parents 
strongly cautioned. Some 
material may be inappro­
priate for children under 
13. 

~~ -~~ 
~VMONASTERY CARD SHOP~S 

Ca.rds for Af( Occasions 
9v[ass 'Enro[[,nents for !:IOIfr riving & aeceasea fovea ones. 

Precious Blood Monastery 
OPEN: 9 AiVl. - 5 PM 

SATURDAY 9 AM -1 2 PM 
400 PRATT ST., WATERTOWN 

315-788-1669 
www.sisterspreciollsbloo{/.org 
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Join the North Country Catholic in 
honoring the special priests in your life. 
The NCC will be honoring our priests in 

the Sept. 25 issue of the paper. 
Priesthood Sunday will be Sept. 29 
We invite you to send a message to your 
pastor, spiritual advisor or priestly friend. 

$20 - a 1 column X 2 inch ad with a short 
message (e.g., Father Smith, we appreciate 
your service, from the Jones Family) 

$40 - a 2 column x 2 inch ad featuring your 
message, a photo or graphic design 

$135 - Quarter page ad 

$250 - Half page ad 

$475 - Full page ad 

If you have a specific budget that is not listed we can 
design an ad based on that. 

If you would like your ad in color please add $25 
(The North Country Catholic provides design services) 

Must be returned to the NCC by 
Sept. 18, 2019 

o ~S! . I';: ;:~ld""ii~e -;0 ·h:~r :-p·ri;;st· i;-t~e 
North Country Catholic 

YOUR NAME ____________ _ 

1 ADDRESS --------------------------------
1 CITY _______ STATE __ ZIP __ _ 

• Ad Size: 
~ 0 $20 Special Message only 0 $40 2x2 

10 $135 Quarter Page 0 $250 Half Page 

1
·0$475 Full Page 0 $25 Extra for 

color 
• Message as it will appear in the ad (please print) 
1 Feel free to use your own paper. 
• NAME OF PRIEST: __________ _ 

1 

Make a Will 
Join the Memorare Legacy Society 

By Scott Lalone 
Executive Director, Development Office 

Did you know without a 
Will, the State law decides 
how to distribute what 
you took a lifetime to 
earn? 

Naming your own ex­
ecutor, avoiding estate 
taxes, avoiding probate, 
keeping peace within the 
family are just a few rea­
sons and benefits of com­
pleting a Will. It's just 
taking that first step. With 
August being National­
Make-A-Will Month, what 
better time than now to 
take that first stride. 

Over the years the so 
many individuals have 
had bequests through 
their Wills or trusts and 
had the Diocese, their 
Parish, Catholic School, 
Catholic Charities, Mis­
sionary Projects of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, 
St. Joseph's Nursing 
Home, the Foundation of 
the Roman Catholic Dio­
cese of Ogdensburg and 
other ministries and insti­
tutions of the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg as one of 
their final beneficiaries. 
Other donors who have 
been called home to God 
in the past several years 
have used Charitable Gift 
Annuities, Endowment 
Gifts as well as their Wills 
to provide for the future 
of the Diocese. 

In commemoration of 
their faithfulness and the 
commitment of those 
today and tomorrow who 
will make such gifts, in 
2008 the Memorare 
Legacy Society was estab­
lished. It is through this 
society that the Diocese of 
Ogdensburg will thank 
donors for their support 
of the several beneficiar­
ies mentioned above. 

The Memorare Legacy 
Society honors and recog-

nizes the generosity and 
vision of those who have 
chosen to leave a legacy to 
the Diocese of Ogdens­
burg through estate or de­
ferred gifts. An annual 
Mass and luncheon with 
Bishop Terry R. LaValley is 
held each May. 

One qualifies for mem­
bership by designating a 
portion of his or her as­
sets to pass at death to the 
any of the above men­
tioned. These gifts may be 
accomplished by a simple 
statement that you have 
remembered the Church 
in your will or similar doc­
ument such as a trust, life 
insurance policy, charita­
ble gift annuity, designa-

tion of an IRA or 401(k) or 
any other more complex 
transactions. 

Members of this society 
are those who have in­
formed the Diocese of a 
planned gift that, in the 
future, will benefit the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg or 
any of its Parishes or pro­
grams. This ensures a 
continuous commitment 
of care to their Church, to 
the Church's vision and to 
the charitable works that 
flow from her missions 
through their thoughtful 
planned gift. Members' 
names will not be made 
public unless they specif­
ically give their consent to 
do so. 

~ Memorare Legacy Society Form ; 
1 Requesting a brochure to be sent to you or by simply completing the . 
i membership form belolV and returning it makes YOIl an alltomatic member. 1 

1!V(l/IIC: ______________________________________ 1 

IMdress: __________________________________ _ 

iCily: ________________ Slalc: ___ Zip: _______ _ 

i I'IIOIIC: ____________ E·Jlfail: ___________________ __ 

iAs evidence of my/our desire to provide a legacy gift , I/we wish to inform that (name of 
• beneficiary) _______________________________ _ 
~ has been named ill my lour estate plans. 

~ In recognition of your iutention, yon will be enrolled into the Memorare Legacy Society. 1 

~_ Yes, YOll Inay publicize mylour name(s) as member(s) which serves to motivate others i 
~_ I/we prefer my/our illtentions to remain anonymous 

~ Ilonor's Signature(s)I ______________________________ __ 

1---------------------------------------

i Il:at e~:::::====:::;:==;::::===,..----...,._----­
lIeturn completed form to: Scott l,alone, Executi ve Director 

Ilevelopmcnt Office, 1'0 !lox 369, Ogdensburg, NY 13669. 
1 • _._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._.-

~ t.a BUICK' " PONTIAC . • ~~s. @II:,.,-III 

"Family owned dealership serving the 
North Country for over 56 years!" 

For more information, visit our Websi te 
at: www.barstowmotors.com 

MARKET ST •• POTSDAM. NY • (315) 265-8800 
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The Pontifical Mission Societies of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc. 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith 
Sr. Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director 

622 Washington St., Ogdensburg, NY 13669 
(3 1S) 393-2920;1" 1-866-314-7296 
mbrett@rcdony.org 

Prayers for a great 
school year 

Another summer's end draws near, but thankfully we 
have new beginnings to look forward to soon. The new 
school year is just days away, and our devoted teachers 
are gearing up for their annual challenge. We are re­
minded of how educators have joined with parents to 
sustain the commitment of bringing to the world the 
uplifting message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Reli­
gious educators have been leaders in helping the youth 
here at home to reach out in prayer and generosity to 
the suffering in our country and in the third world 
countries. The Mission Office is grateful for all the ed­
ucators, parents, religious, clergy and students who 
continue to help spread the One family in Mission Mes­
sage to the world. 

A Pontifical Mission Society, MCA focuses entirely on 
"children helping children" throughout the world, MC~s 
young members have participated in our apostolic mis­
sion for over 170 years! The Mission Office will be par­
ticipating once again in the Celebrate Christ 2019 
conference in Lake Placid this October to promote the 
MCA program in our schools and religious education 
programs. Please look for us in Lake Placid this fall! 

Special prayers for parents bringing their children to 
college or university for the first time, You have done 
your job well raising them to be independent and on 
their own. Hoping that their leaving the nest is a good 
transition period for all you. Remember that growth 
happens when you see improvement and productivity. 
This same concept applies to our friends in the Mission 
lands too! 

I pray that the educators will have a school year filled 
with positive energy, excellent learning opportunities 
and experiences of prayer-filled lessons of love. I am 
grateful for the good they do and their commitment to 
excellence. Without the educators in our community, 
our job in the Mission office would be an uphill battle. 
Let us pray for each other in our missionary efforts! The 
missionary work of the church depends on each one of 
us, God Bless 

c~-
missionary 
childhood 
association 

Please remember 'The Pontifical Mission Societies" 
when writing or changing your Will. 

www.rcdony.org/mission 

NORTH COUNTRY CATHOLIC II NEWS 
OBITUARIES 
AuSable Forks - Cindy L. Thomas, 60; 
Mass of Christian burial Aug. 22, 2019 
at Holy Name Church; burial in parish 
cemetery. 

Black River - Stephen G.leehy, 73; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug, 23, 2019 
at st. Paul's Church; burial in Black River 
Cemetery. 

Bloomingdale - R,James Cronin,83; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug.17,2019 
at St. Paul's Church; burial in St. 
Bernard's Cemetery. 

Brushton - Glenda Sartwell; Mass of 
Christian Burial Aug. 20, 2019 at St. 
Mary's Church; burial in St. Mary's 
Cemetery. 

Carthage - Cathy (Mealus) Meager, 
72; Mass of Christian Burial Aug.14, 
2019 at StJames Church. 

Chazy - Stephanie Anne (Giroux) 
Rovers, 64; Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 
23,2019 at Sacred Heart Church; burial 
in parish cemetery. 

Clayton - Maureen E. (Maser) little­
field, 74; Mass of Christian Burial Aug, 
16,2019 at st. Mary's Church; burial in 
St. Mary's Cemetery. 

Ellenburg - Gerald "Jerry" E. Nichols, 
88; Mass of Christian Burial Aug.16, 
2019 at St. Edmund's Church burial in 
Immaculate Heart Cemetery, Chu­
rubusco. 

Gouverneur - Jane (Risdale) 
Wranesh, 98; Mass of Christian Burial 
Aug.19, 2019 at StJames Church; bur­
ial in Hailesboro Cemetery. 

Hogansburg - Evan Robert Adams, 
32; Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 23, 
2019 at St. Regis Church. 

Indian Lake - James G. Riley, 49; Me­
morial Services Aug. 24, 2019 at St. 
Mary's Church. 

Lake Placid - Mary Ann (David) Pat­
terson, 97; Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 
14,2019 at St.Agnes Church; burial in 
st. Agnes Cemetery. 

Lowville - Joyce (Andre) Boucher, 87; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug.13, 2019 
at st. Peter's Church; burial in lowville 
Rural Cemetery. 

lowville - Paul Edward Smith, 76; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug.17,2019 
at St. Peter's Church; burial in Beaches 
Bridge Cemetery, 

Massena - Barbara Bissonnette Fen­
ton, 71; Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 
10,2019 at Church ofthe Sacred Heart; 
burial in Calvary Cemetery. 

Massena - Bernard L. Proulx, 83; Mass 
of Christian Burial Sept. 7,2019 at Sa­
cred Heart Church; burial in Calvary 
Cemetery. 

Massena - Agnes M. (Auger) Savoca, 
89; Mass of Christian Burial Aug.13, 
2019 at StJoseph's Church; burial in 
Calvary Cemetery. 

Mooers Forks - Joanna (Thibeau) 
Pelkey, 43; Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 
21,2019 at St.Ann's Church. 

Morrisonville - leo W. Drollette, 85; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug.10,2019 
at St. Alexander's Church; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

North Bangor - Frances "Carol" 
Thomas) Manchester, 82; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial Aug.10,2019 at St.Augus­
tine's Church; burial in parish cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Timothy J, Ashley, 77; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug. 23,2019 
at St. Mary's Cathedral; burial in Notre 
Dame Cemetery. 

Ogdensburg - Daniel J. Brabant, 79; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug.19,2019 
at St. Mary's Cathedral. 

Plattsburgh - Claude A. Bouchard, 65; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug, 23, 2019 
at St. Peter's Church. 

Potsdam - Richard Fennessy, 83; Me­
morial Services Aug, 10,2019 at Garner 
Funeral Home; burial in unitarian 
Church Garden, Canton. 

Redwood - Anna Marie laplante, 88; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug.17, 2019 
at Church of the Assumption 

Rouses Point - Gary L. Neale, 81; 
Mass of Christian Burial Aug.16, 2019 
at St. Patrick's Church; burial in St. 
Patrick's Cemetery. 

Rouses Point - Mary Ann (Penfield) 
Tremblay, 88; Mass of Christian Burial 
Aug.14, 2019 at st. Patrick's Church; 
burial in St. Mary's Cemetery, Cham­
plain. 

Saranac Lake - Edward Charles 
Pohlmann Jr., 88; Funeral Services Aug. 
23,2019 at the Fortune-Keough Fu­
neral Home. 

Ticonderoga - Barbara Anne"Bon­
nie" DuRoss, 63; Mass of Christian Bur­
ial Aug.19, 2019 at St. Mary's Church; 
burial in St. Mary's Parish Cemetery. 

Ticonderoga - Therese Brady Smith, 
55; Mass of Christian Burial Aug.12, 
2019 at St. Mary's Church burial in the 
Manlius Village Cemetery, Manlius. 

Tupper Lake - Wayne "Skip" Scanlon, 
79; Funeral Services Aug.17, 2019 at 
Frary-Stuart Funeral Home; burial in 
Gale Cemetery. 

Watertown - Shirley (Foote) 
Tromblay, 83; Mass of Christian Burial 
Aug. 20, 2019 at St. Alphonsus Church; 
burial in Holy Name Cemetery. 

Watertown - Patricia (Kingsley) Pow­
ell, 86; Mass of Christian Burial Aug.17, 
2019 at Our lady ofthe Sacred Heart; 
burial in Brookside Cemetery. 

Visit our website 
www.northcountrycatholic.org 
• Read local stories and commentaries 

Search archived papers 
View diocesan events and much more 

rJFind us on Facebook! 
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A Missionary's Journey CORRECTION 

In the Aug. 14 edition, a quote in the article, "Event 
attendees learn about 'authentic love'" was incor­
rectly punctuated, impacting the meaning of the sen­
tence. The quote, attributed to the event presenter, 
Dr. Maura Fehlner, in further context, should have 
read: 

Editor's Note: In October, 
the Church will celebrate 
Extraordinary Mission 
Month. The theme is "Bap­
tized and Sent: the Church 
of Christ on Mission in the 
World." The Mission Office 
and North Country 
Catholic will feature 
columns written by reli­
gious and clergy reflecting 
on their work in the Mis­
sion Lands as they, too, 
were baptized and sent. 

By Father Bill Edwards 

Today I write this reflec­
tion as I am also preparing 
a homily which tells of 
jesus appointing seventy­
two others whom he sent 
ahead of him in pairs to 
every town and place he 
intended to visit. Later he 
would say they returned 
to the Lord rejoicing. 

This could also be said 
as the story of my life with 
Lord. In December of 1987 
at Notre Dame Church in 
Malone, Msgr. Anthony 
Melia presented me with 
the Missionary Cross from 
the Diocese of Ogdens­
burg. I was sent on the 
mission to represent our 
Diocese in Mollendo, Peru. 
I was so looking forward 
to this experience and the 
opportunity to share in 
our mission in Peru. 

After language prepara­
tion in Bolivia, I arrived in 
Mollendo in june of 1988 
to begin my mission ad­
venture. I remember my 
first Sunday Mass and my 
difficulty communicating 
in Spanish. I tried to find a 
telephone at the end of 
Mass and call somebody 
back here in the United 
States but was not able to 
make a connection. Yes, 
Worldwide communica­
tion has greatly improved 
since 1988. 

The next two years were 
spent in Mollendo before I 
could return back to my 
native country. I contin­
ued to struggle to enter 

'Through Christ, we discover that we are made in 
the image of a God whose inner life is literally self­
sacrificial love. Each of the three divine persons - Fa­
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit - empties Himself 
completely into the other, making a total gift of Him­
self. At the same time that each person is emptying 
Himself, He is receiving the other divine persons and 
so is always completely filled. The gift of self - Love 
- is the "essence" of God. Because we were made in 
God's image, we will only find true happiness and ful­
fillment by participating in the same self-giving love." 

Father Bill Edwards, center, poses with people he worked with while serving 
The North Country Catholic apologizes for this 

error. 
the diocesan mission in Mollendo, Peru. 

into the customs of a new -----------~~;::::====~;;:;::::::==========~ 
country and adjust to new 
ways of thinking. 

I cannot say just when it 
happened, but a tremen­
dous experience came my 
way. I embraced the spirit 
of the Peruvian people 
and the wonderful spirit 
of the people became my 
joy. 

My experiences and the 
beautiful people have be­
come a part of my heart 
and will always be there. 

During the month of Au­
gust of 1993, I boarded 
the airplane to begin the 
journey home to our 
beautiful North Country. 

As I was Sitting on the 
airplane, with a tear in my 
eye, on board came a 
beautiful Peruvian friend 
with a rose in her hand for 
me. How she managed to 
get permission to enter 
the airplane to do thiS, I 
will never know. But there 
she was with a big smile 
and a hug. 

I had no idea when I left 
the Diocese to share in the 
Mission of jesus Christ 
that I would be the one 
who received so much in 
return. 

The seventy-two re­
turned to the Lord rejoic­
ing and I returned back to 
the Diocese of Ogdens­
burg rejoicing in all that I 
had seen and done. 

God Bless! 

Marriage and Consecrated Life Jubilee 
This Mass is to honor the Religious Sisters for their decades of 
service to the Church and all married couples celebrating their 

anniversaries (from one year and up). 

September 15, 2019 at 2:30 p.m. 
By Bishop Terry R. LaValley 

St. Mary's Cathedral, Ogdensburg 
Family and friends of the honorees are welcome to attend. 

Bishop La Valley will host a light reception immediately following the Mass. 

Married couples who wish to attend will receive a certificate from 
Bishop La Valley and have theu: names included in the program. 
Couples must register with their parish or register themselves at 

www.rcdony.org/marriagejubilee on or before 
September 6, 2019 

The Religious Sisters celebrating a special jubilee anniversary will be: 
25 years 

Sister Rosie Soosairaj, SCC 

50 years 
Sist er Sharon Anne Dalton, SS] 
Sister Ronald Marie Hax, 55] 
Sister Constance Sylver , SS] 

60 years 
Sister Doris Durant, OSM 

Sister Mary Anne Croitz, SS] 

60 years 
Sister Mary Rita Kempney, SS] 

Sist er Mary Camillus O'Keefe, RSM 
Sister Stephanie Frenette, OP 

65 years 
Sister James Marie Kelly, SS] 

70 years 
Sister Mary Christine Taylor, SS] 

Sister Mary Audrey Hallhahan, RSM 

I This event is eo-sponsored hy the Vocations. Ep1scol"'! Dcleg.lte [01 HchglOlIS and the 

~h Lif"Ofi.(·ps. ______________________ ___ 


